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Experiencing the Digital World

Why This Module?

Students in today’s world are expected to be very informed. This module aims at providing students the opportunity to know about everything under sun with the help of Microsoft Encarta. The information on Encarta has pictures to enable easy understanding.

This module builds interest for the student through a short story. The exercise that follows is based on the story. During the exercise, students learn to use Encarta to search for information on the Skeletal System in the human body.

Objectives

At the end of this module, students should be able to:

· Start and close Encarta

· Search for information in Encarta

· Play intellectual games in Encarta

Discover (LAB 1)

Objectives

At the end of the Discover session, students should be able to:

· Start Encarta

· Search for the skeletal system by using the Find box

· Close Encarta

Start-up Checklist

	Check to see if…
	Yes/No

	All computers are turned on.
	

	Microsoft Encarta is available in all computers.
	

	Printer is installed and accessible from all computers.
	

	Speakers are attached to all computers.
	


Guidelines for Conducting the Machine Room Session

Step 1: Duration 5 mins (approx)

· Discuss the scenario given in the book with the students. Inform them that they will be searching for the picture of the Skeletal System by using Encarta. 

· Introduce Encarta as a program that contains information on various topics.

Step 2: Duration 5 mins (approx)

· Guide the students to start Encarta.

· Familiarise the students with the following terms and tools that they would need to complete the exercise.

	Parts of the Window
	Explanation

	Home Screen
	The first screen that appears when you start Encarta is the home screen. The home screen has various links to navigate through pages to get the desired content. 

	Find box
	The Find command is used to get information on a specific topic.

	Go command
	This command is clicked to see the search results in the left pane of the window. 


· Assist the students only if they need help.

Step 3: Duration 20 mins (approx)

· Ensure that all the students are able to display the picture of the Skeletal System in Encarta.

· Guide the students to close Encarta.

Discuss (Classroom)

Objectives

At the end of this session, students should be able to:

· Discuss the answers to the questions in the Talk About It section.

· Discuss the answers to the questions in the Think About It section.

Guidelines for Conducting the Class Room Session

Think About It

Duration: 10 mins (approx.)

Give time for the students to think and arrive at solutions for the Think About It section. Validate their answers.

Answers for the Think About It section are given for your reference.

1.
Which tool do you use to search for information on a specific topic in Encarta?

You can use the Find box in Encarta.

2.
Which button on the skeletal system window helps to view the skeletal system with the parts labelled?

You can click the Show Labels button to label the parts.

3.
Locate the button on the toolbar that helps to view the previous page.

Help the students to locate the back button on the toolbar

4.
What are the different sections of information available in Encarta?

Microsoft Encarta has sections on Articles, Games, Maps, Multimedia, Online and Statistics.

5.
What are the two methods that help to view the skeletal system from head to toe?

You can either click the scroll bar or View Finder to view the skeletal system from head to toe.

6.
Which button on the skeletal system window helps to view the description of the Skeletal System?

You can click the Show Description button to view the description of the skeletal system.

Talk About It

Duration: 15 mins (approx.)

Discuss the answers for the Talk About It section with the students. Answers for the Talk About It section are given below for your reference.

1.
What are the differences and similarities between collecting information from Encarta and the school library?

Differences
	Library
	Encarta

	Information on various topics is available in the form of books.
	Information on various topics is available in a CD-ROM.

	Searching for a specific book takes a long time. 
	A topic can be searched easily.

	A large collection of books will be available on various subjects.
	Information on various subjects is grouped under different sections in a single CD-ROM.


Similarities
Both Library and Encarta provide information on various subjects.

Library provides the list of books available in catalogues. Similarly, Encarta provides the list of available topics for a specific search word.

2.
What are the different ways of finding information on a specific topic in Encarta?

The Find box, Quick Matches… and the various links in the home screen are the different ways you can use to find information in Encarta.
3. 
List some topics from your science and social studies books that you would like to find more information on, from Encarta.

Encourage the students to fetch topics from their science and social studies text books. Discuss with them how they can find more information on the chosen topics.

4.
Deepa wanted to find information on the Diaphragm. She did not even complete typing in the find box, yet was able to fetch information about the Diaphragm. How was this possible?

Quick Matches… lists the article names that match the search word. She can select Diaphragm from Quick Matches….

5.
Shyam is through reading about hiccups from Encarta. He now wants to learn more about topics related to hiccups. What should he be doing to view other related topics?

He can click the other topics that are listed in the left pane of the window.

Additional Information

After you discussed the answers to the questions in the Think About It and Talk About It sections, discuss the following additional information.

Multimedia

The term multimedia is defined as an integration of sound, animation, video and text along with the computing power of a PC. To support the multimedia feature, your computer requires additional hardware and software, such as speakers and media player.

Uses of Multimedia

The following are some of the uses of multimedia.

· Multimedia technology is extensively used in the film industry for introducing innovative techniques for making science-fiction movies.

· Your computer with the multimedia feature can be used to watch movies and play games. Multimedia projector provides big-screen, which can convert your home into a mini theatre.

· Multimedia CD-ROMs can provide tutorials on various subjects and sports. They are called Computer Based Training materials or CBTs.

· Effective slide show presentations with multimedia technology can be employed in commercial places for new product launches.

Benefits of Multimedia

The following are the benefits of multimedia in various fields.

Education

The key benefit of multimedia in the field of education is learning to use multimedia courseware.

· Multimedia courseware is interactive. The combination of text, graphics, animation, video and sound is used to illustrate ideas. Animation is used to illustrate concepts and ideas that could not be created and captured in real life.

· Multimedia courseware on CD-ROM is portable.

· Multimedia courseware is searchable for content. It provides hot links that can connect to a new page that has relevant information. Music and video are added to make the content more interesting than a static printed page.

· Multimedia courseware is catering to individual learning styles. It provides the learners the flexibility to learn the concepts at their own pace.

· Multimedia courseware provides a self-assessment feature at the end of every topic covered in the courseware. This helps the learners to assess the knowledge they have acquired in the subject.

Entertainment and Sports

The following are the benefits of multimedia in these fields.

· Multimedia helps in developing 2D and 3D animated movies. The characters are generated using computers and animated to create movies.

· You can merge images created using computers with the live action movies to give special effects.

· Wild sound effects, colourful 3D graphics and animation give computer games a new life. These provide the effect of playing a game in real life.

· Multimedia tutorials on sports can provide full motion video, animations, narration and comprehensive text to understand and play a sport in a more effective way.

Deploy (LAB 2)

Objectives

At the end of this session, students should be able to:

· Complete practising the Try It questions.

· Explore Encarta and complete all the questions given in Challenge.

Guidelines for Conducting the Machine Room Session

Try It

· Guide the students to complete the Try It section.

Challenge

· Guide the students to complete the Challenge section.

You may refer to the following tips to guide the students to complete the Challenge exercise.

1.
Have you seen a panoramic view of the Taj Mahal? Use Encarta to see a 360 Degree view of the Taj Mahal.

Steps to see a 360 degree view of the Taj Mahal:

1.
Click Multimedia on the Features menu.

A shortcut menu appears.

2.
Click 360-Degree Views.

A list of places that has 360-Degree views appears in the left pane of the window.

3.
Click Taj Mahal, Agra.

The Taj Mahal appears on the right pane of the window.

4.
Now hold down your mouse and drag in any direction to rotate the image.

2.
Play the game Natural Wonders in Encarta to improve your knowledge of Geography.

Steps to play the Natural Wonders game:

1.
Click Games on the Features menu.

A shortcut menu appears.

2.
Click Natural Wonders.

The startup screen for the game appears.

3.
Click the Game button and play the game.

4.
Click Clue to know the clue to locate the place.

3.
Add the topics that you view frequently to the list of favourites. (Hint: Use the Favourites menu.)

Steps to add the frequently viewed topics to the list of favourites:

1.
Display the topic that is frequently viewed.

2.
Click Add to Favourites on the Features menu.

3.
The Add to Favourites dialog box appears.

4.
Click OK.

The topic is added in the Favourites folder.

4.
Did you know that Encarta has a collection of videos? Learn the basics of Cricket through an explanatory video in Encarta. (Hint: Videos.)

Steps to learn the basics of cricket:

1.
Click Multimedia on the Features menu.

A shortcut menu appears.

2.
Click Videos.

A list of videos appears in the left pane of the window.

3.
Click Cricket Basics.

The video plays on the right pane of the window. If the speakers are attached to your system, you can hear the commentary. Otherwise, you can see the explanation given at the bottom of the video.
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